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SUMMARY 

Eleven chickens were obtained at the municipality of  Seropédica in the 

state of  Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Brain and heart samples from these animals were 

inoculated intraperitoneally (IP) and subcutaneously (SC) in albino mice. Toxoplasma

gondii was isolated from one of these chickens. After inoculation, albino mice died

from 6 ° to 8 ° days after infection (DPI) by IP and from 12 ° to 15 ° DAI by SC 

inoculation. At necropsy, the more affected organs of  the subcutaneosly inoculated 

mice were lungs, spleen, kidneys, liver and heart respectively where tachyzoites were 

present. In both isolates were not found cysts in brain or in tissues smears of  any 

organs of  mice independently of the inoculation route. Tachyzoites found in affected 

organs were considered as pleomorphic with three forms well defined: thin, large and

extra-large. In the lungs of  the inoculated animals were not found any extra-large 

forms. A significant variation was observed when tachyzoites from isolation and 5 th 

passage were compared. 
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